
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fourth Quarter 2016 Louisiana Timber Market Report1 
By Dr. Shaun Tanger, LSU AgCenter Forest Economist 
 

 

Louisiana Stumpage Prices  

  

4th Quarter 2016  

  

Change from prior Quarter  

  

Product Class  

  

Price Per Ton  

  

% Change  

  

Pine Sawtimber  

  

27.00 

 

-3 

  

Pine Chip-N-Saw  

  

19.00  

 

-1 

  

Pine Pulpwood  

  

10.00  

  

-4  

  

Oak Sawtimber  

  

45.00  

  

-1  

  

Mixed Hardwood 

Sawtimber 

  

40.00 

  

7 

  

Hardwood Pulpwood  

  

10.00  

  

7 

Price Conversions:  

Pine Sawtimber/ MBF= Tons * 8   Hardwood Sawtimber/ MBF = Tons * 9.5   

CNS and Pine Pulpwood Cords = Tons * 2.7  Hardwood Pulpwood = Tons * 2.8  

 

                                                           
1
 The following document is intended for use by owners of forested land in Louisiana.  The source of these prices is proprietary in 

nature and are therefore rounded per agreements to disseminate to the general public.  The prices I report are also state 
averages and the LDAF numbers are by specific regions.  I recommend using both to aid in decisions about purchases, sales, and 
determining harvesting schedules.  As always communicate with a consultant forester on prices before executing contracted 
agreements with wood buyers. 
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Figure 1.   Comparisons of price series for various forest products2 
 

 
 

 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
2
 TMS (Timber Mart South), F2M (Forest 2 Market), LDAF (Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry) 

2013 Pine 
Sawtimber Price 
Trends in 
Louisiana 
($/MBF) 

 2013 Pine Chip-    
N-Saw Price 
Trends in 
Louisiana 
($/cord) 

2013 Pine 
Pulpwood Price 
Trends in 
Louisiana 
($/cord) 
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What is in a price (part III)?   
  By Dr. Shaun Tanger, LSU AgCenter Forest Economist 
 
 

  In figure 1, you see the three major price report averages for pine stumpage products in Louisiana 
for the 2013 calendar year. As you will see, regardless of the product chosen, no two series are the same 
for any product, in any quarter. So when you ask what are the prices for this quarter or for the year, the 
answer is that ‘it depends’. All of these price series are generated by surveys supplied by those that harvest 
wood for the particular time in the region under observation (in this case statewide), typical quarterly 
(three months). As such, as people harvest their wood and receive the prices they receive, that is how we 
gauge the overall market if those harvests are reported.   

 
If one quarter has many more sales than a prior one, then we would trust that number more. 

However, those data (number of participants for a particular quarter) are not shared in the price series, 
so we have no way of knowing how many participants helped to generate the prices. In addition, if one 
quarter most of the sales are either company or small landowners, then they are not as accurate for the 
other group that is not represented as strongly. In addition, if for a particular region (which I’ll cover next 
time), the harvesting is dominated by a large land management company; a small landowner in that 
region will have a biased view of the value of their product. In short, it is best to use these to observe 
trends and to use as a baseline for what you can expect in the bid or negotiation process taking into 
account the markets nearby your property and the condition of the stumpage products and land 
attributes of your property.   

Using the Timber Mart South prices (TMS in the figures) as our base price series2; you can see 
the variation between series is quite large for the prices reported. For pine sawtimber, the differences 
range from  6% to 22% depending on the comparison (TMS vs LDAF for instance ranges from 11% to 
22%). However, typically the trends all move in the same directions, so they can give you a general idea 
of conditions.    

  I’ve included in Figure 2 what forest to market (F2M) uses in their survey (there is more 
information collected—STATE, COUNTY, ACRES, DATE, NAME, TYPE OF SALE, QUALITY, among others) 
but the data that goes into the price report is simply volume and price per unit of the product harvested 
and the DBH of the product in some cases. If you participate regularly with F2M (forest to market) then 
often they will provide you these price averages for your area. This series is likely the most accurate for 
any one point in time due to the number of participants. However, it is extremely pricey if you do not 
participate in their survey. Louisiana Department of Ag and Forestry (LDAF) produce the series for free 
but typically come from a small number of survey participants. They are also the longest running price 
series in the country, dating back to 1955, so they have a lot of value if you are using the prices to 
determine a long run return on investment (for timber harvesting). Timber Mart South (TMS) is the most 
popular (strikes a balance between price and accuracy). This is the series I use in these price reports since 
starting in 2014. However, for me to be able to share with you I have to round to the nearest dollar, so 
there is a slight loss in accuracy.   
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Figure 2. Volume and Price data for Forest 2 Market Data Contribution Program  
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2
 This is the series I use for the stumpage speak price reports, Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry Timber series 

can be found at the following link http://www.ldaf.state.la.us/forestry/reports/ Other states nearby also produce price series.   
Texas http://txforestservice.tamu.edu/timberpricetrends/  
Arkansas http://www.uaex.edu/environment-nature/forestry/timber-price-report.aspx  
Mississippi http://extension.msstate.edu/forestry/forest-economics/timber-prices  
Forest 2 market puts out a south wide intermittently https://blog.forest2market.com/us-south-timber-prices-by-

regionnovember/december-2016 as does Timber Mart South http://www.timbermart-south.com/prices.html  
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Cows in Pastures with Newly Planted Seedlings  
 

I occasionally get this question….Is it okay to turn my cows in on a field or pasture that I’ve just 
planted with tree seedlings?    Usually, the outcome is not good….poor survival, crooked, broken or 
malformed saplings, increased insect and disease activity, increased erosion potential, boggy spots in the 
stand are just some of the problems. 

 
Our research forester, Dr. Mike Blazier, is stationed at the Hill Farm Research Station in Homer, 

where cows and pine trees dominate the landscape.    With his surroundings, and his experience, 
knowledge and expertise, I asked Dr. Blazier about cows in a new stand of trees, and following are his 
comments.  Generally, cows need to be kept out of newly planted pastures for the first three years.   Even if 
the cows are well nourished with feed and/or hay, they will still occasionally nip the top out of the 
seedlings.   But more importantly, they will trample and rub up against the seedlings, killing them or greatly 
reducing the quality.  Pine seedlings make a great belly scratcher for cows.  If cows can’t be kept out of a 
newly planted pasture till the seedlings are higher than the cow’s head, the landowner can expect a 
significant loss in quantity and quality. 
 

If cows are not going to be fenced out, another option would be tree protectors.   Various tubular 
products are sold to protect trees from wildlife and livestock.  One product is actually  light biodegradable, 
so that it doesn’t have to be removed.  Tree protectors might be a viable option on a small scale.   Also, the 
landowner could use the protectors on every other tree, or every third tree, hoping for the best for the 
exposed trees, but at least insuring protection for half or a third of the trees. 
 

Prescribed Burning Workshop Scheduled at Hodges Gardens 
 

A Prescribed Burning Workshop is scheduled for Tuesday (8 AM – 4:30 PM), Wednesday (8 AM – 
4:30 PM), Thursday (8 AM – 12 Noon), May 16-18, Hodges Gardens State Park, Florien, LA 71429.  

 
          The SW LA Forestry Association, the LSU AgCenter, Louisiana State Parks, and the LA Department of 
Agriculture and Forestry (LDAF) will be having a workshop to enable forest landowners to burn their lands 
safely and legally. Topics will include: fuels, burning techniques, proper tools, optimal weather conditions, 
smoke management, liability management, planning, fire behavior and more.  The cost is $130. Class size is 
limited to the first 25 applicants. Please make check payable to: SW LA Forestry Association, and send to 
LSU AgCenter, PO Box 609, DeRidder, LA 70634. 
           

Also, HGSP cabins 1-6 are the ones closest to the training venue and are available to attendees who 
want to avoid commuting long distances.  The number for reservations is 877-226-7652. A little info on the 
cabins: 

• All linens and towels are provided in the cabins, along with fully stocked kitchen. 
• Cabin 1 is very small – probably only 1 person comfortably or a couple that could share the 

bedroom. 
• Cabin 2 is a 2 bedroom – 1 queen, 2 twins and a fold out sofa sleeper. 
• Cabins 3-4 and 5-6 are the duplexes, 1 bedroom.   
• The 1 bedrooms are $85 per night and the 2 bedroom is $120. 
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• Also, cabins 7-11 are available, but just a little further away.  7-10 are identical 1 bedrooms and 11 is 

a 2 bedroom. 
• Dorm accommodations are available in the training venue and has no charge, but you will have to 

bring your own linens. 
 

For more information, please contact Keith Hawkins, County Agent, 337-463-7006. You may also obtain 
regular forestry and wildlife updates by sending your request by email to khawkins@agcenter.lsu.edu.    
 

Events, Thoughts and Tidbits 
 

***Here are a few points of interest from a recent report of the Forest Inventory Analysis: 

 There are about 766 million acres of forestland in the United States, which is about the same as 100 
years ago. 

 The South is the dominating region of the country for forestland. 

 Since 2007, forestland in the southern United States has increased by about 10 million acres. 

 The latest number for Louisiana is 14.9 million acres of forestland, up from 14.2 million in 2005. 
  
*** In the coming months, Trailblazer’s RC&D is sponsoring several meetings across north Louisiana to 
discuss feral hogs: 

a) April 13  FERAL HOG meeting, Ringgold 

b) May 2  FERAL HOG   meeting, Jonesboro  

c) May 4  FERAL HOG meeting, Homer  

d) June 29 Feral Hog meeting, Haughton   

 

Contact Ellzey Simmons, pesimmons@suddenlink.net  or 318-255-3554 or 

Olivia Ward, olivia@trailblazer.org  for the details. 

 

***Trailblazers is also hosting a Forestry BMP’s and Pipeline Safety Workshop and Field Tour on March 

31, 2017 at the Springhill Country Club, 26746 Hwy. 317, Cullen, LA.  Discussions will include Forest 

Management Plans, Streamside Management Zones, Forest Wetlands Protection, Timber Harvesting, 

Revegetation, Fire Management, Pipeline Safety and more.   This meeting will provide loggers and foresters 

with 6 CLE’s.    For more information, and to pre-register, call (318)255-3554 or email Olivia Ward at 

olivia@trailblazer.org 

 

***The Forest Productivity Program continues to be very important in providing funds to cost-share for 

tree planting and other forestry practices.  There are many acres of trees growing in our state because of 

FPP.   Without FPP, I feel that much of this acreage would just be slowly naturally regenerating with low 

quality stands.   If you are going to be replanting in the 2017-18 season, be sure and visit your parish LDAF 

forester and begin planning.   LDAF will begin accepting pre-approved plans on April 1 until May 31.   They 

assure a smooth process and no surprises.  Take care of this as early as possible!  

 

 

mailto:khawkins@agcenter.lsu.edu
mailto:pesimmons@suddenlink.net
mailto:olivia@trailblazer.org
mailto:olivia@trailblazer.org
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***You’ve heard lots of discussion about Kaput, the poison bait for feral hogs.   If you checked into it, there 

are several things the landowner must do to safely use Kaput.  A very important label requirement is that 

the hog carcasses must be properly disposed….buried or burned.   Landowners will need to be very 

conscientious in following this and other label requirements when using Kaput.  An injunction on the use of 

Kaput has already been filed in Texas, and I’m sure more challenges for its use will come.   

 

***If you know someone who is still dealing with mold removal from the flooding, the LSU AgCenter has 

some good information on the topic.   You can download the publication, Mold Removal Guidelines for Your 

Flooded Home, at   

http://www.lsuagcenter.com/~/media/system/5/c/b/8/5cb84ef9defae66ea4cf245b22e43ced/pub%20294

9-b%20mold%20removal%202017pdf.pdf. 

 

***The 2017 Louisiana Forestry Teachers Tour is scheduled for June 12-16, 2017 in the Hammond area.   
For details and registration information, check out our Facebook page at  
https://www.facebook.com/la.forestry.teachers.tour  and the events page of the Louisiana Forestry 
Association website at https://www.facebook.com/la.forestry.teachers.tour. 
 
***The Northwest Beef & Forage Field Day will be held on April 27, 2017 at the Red River Research Station, 262 
Research Station Drive, Bossier City, LA from 8:30 a.m. till 1:00 p.m.   The program includes discussions on What’s 
New in the Vaccination World, Pasture Weed Control, Coated Fertilizers, A Market Outlook Report, Warm-Season 
Grasses, the Master Farmer Program as well as a field tour.  Call Donna at the station to pre-register by April 20 or for 
more information, 318-741-7430, ext. 1107. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 

  

              
      Ricky Kilpatrick 
      Area Forestry Agent 
 
 
It is the policy of the Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service that no person shall be subjected to discrimination on 
the grounds of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, or disability.  If you have a disability which requires 
special assistance for your participation in a meeting, please contact the Bossier Parish Extension Office at (318) 965-
2326 three days prior to the meeting. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     For additional information, call Area Code 318 and . . . 
     BIENVILLE      263-7400            BOSSIER           965-2326  CADDO   226-6805 
     CLAIBORNE      927-3110            DESOTO           872-0533  NATCHITOCHES  357-2224 
     RED RIVER      932-4342            SABINE           256-3406   WEBSTER  371-1317 

A STATE PARTNER IN THE COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SYSTEM.  LOUISIANA COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE PROVIDES EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IN PROGRAMS AND 
EMPLOYMENT.  LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY AND A. & M. COLLEGE. LOUISIANA PARISH GOVERNING BODIES, SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY, AND UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE COOPERATING. 

http://www.lsuagcenter.com/~/media/system/5/c/b/8/5cb84ef9defae66ea4cf245b22e43ced/pub%202949-b%20mold%20removal%202017pdf.pdf
http://www.lsuagcenter.com/~/media/system/5/c/b/8/5cb84ef9defae66ea4cf245b22e43ced/pub%202949-b%20mold%20removal%202017pdf.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/la.forestry.teachers.tour
https://www.facebook.com/la.forestry.teachers.tour
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